MONTANA FELTED ECO-TOTE
designed by John Brinegar

amo

EASY

SIZE
One Size

KNITTED MEASUREMENTS
Pre-Felted 23" tall x 21" wide
Felted 14" tall x 18" wide

MATERIALS

* 5 hanks Yarns Terra Collection
MONTANA, 100% pure new wool
(3.50z/100g; 130yds/120m) in color #12
coffee

* One size 15 (10mm) circular knitting
needle, 24"/60 cm

OR SIZE TO OBTAIN GAUGE
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MATERIALS (continued)

* One set size 13 (9mm) double-pointed
knitting needles

* Stitch markers

* Yarn needle

GAUGE

10 sts and 13 rows = 4"/10 cm in
Stockinette stitch using larger needle
unfelted

10 sts and 18 rows = 4"/10cm in Garter
stitch

TAKE TIME TO CHECK GAUGE

PATTERN STITCHES

Garter Stitch (Garter st)
Stockinette Stitch (St st)
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BAG BOTTOM

Using larger needle, cast on 50 sts.

Work in Garter stitch for 28 rows or until piece measures 6%2" from beginning, end with a
wrong side row.

BAG BODY

Turn BOTTOM to work along side edge and pick up and knit 18 sts along side edge, turn
and pick up and knit 50 sts along opposite edge of cast-on row, turn and pick up and knit
18 sts along opposite side edge — 136 sts.

Join to work in rounds. Place marker for beginning of round.

Work in St st until BODY measures 23". Bind off.

HANDLES

With right side facing and smaller needles, count 10 sts from both corners along wider
edge of BODY and mark next 5 sts towards center.

Pick up and knit 5 marked sts from right corner.

Work in Garter st for 15 rows or 3%2".

Change to work in I-Cord for 12". Change to Garter st and work for 3%2" more.

*Pick up next marked st from left corner and bind off with next st on needle;

repeat from * until 5 stitches have been bound off.

Repeat to make a second handle along opposite wide edge of BODY. Weave in ends.

TO FELT BAG: Set washing machine for hot wash, cold rinse. Place bag in a pillowcase
and baste shut to keep fibers from clogging washing machine. Set water level at low; use
the hottest possible water. Place pillowcase in washer with a small amount of soap and
an old towel, a pair of old jeans or a few rubber balls to help felting process. Set washer
for maximum agitation. Check every few minutes for desired fulling. REMEMBER,
piece(s) can be fulled more, but if fulled too much , it cannot be undone. After
approx. 10-15 minutes, run through rinse cycle on cold rinse. If not fulled enough, repeat
hot and cold cycle. Spin dry carefully on gentle, if at all — creases are difficult to remove.
Lay piece(s) flat on a drying rack or towels. The finished size will be determined by the
amount of fulling, and/or shaping done after the piece(s) are removed from washer.
Drying time will vary with thickness of fabric — it may take 2-3 days.
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